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Below is a summary of the Constitution Lumen Gentium, which provides a quick overview of
the content of this important encyclical.1

I: The Mystery of the Church

1AI tools were used to produce this summary.
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 1 Purpose and task of

the document
Christ as the light of nations; the Church as
a sacrament of unity between humanity and God

LG 2 God’s plan of
salvation in history

The Father chose people from eternity to share in
divine life through Christ; history of salvation from
Adam to complete fulfillment

LG 3 Christ and the
Kingdom of God

The Son realizes the Father’s plan through incarnation,
death, and resurrection; the Eucharist as the source of
unity among the faithful

LG 4 The role of the Holy
Spirit

The Spirit sanctifies the Church, gives charismatic and
hierarchical gifts, leads to perfection

LG 5 The revelation of the
mystery in the
establishment of the
Church

Jesus proclaims the Kingdom through word, deeds,
and his person; the Church as the seed of that
Kingdom on earth

LG 6 Biblical images of the
Church

Sheepfold, field, vineyard, building, temple, bride—all
reveal the inner nature of the Church

LG 7 The Church as the
Body of Christ

Christ as Head; the faithful as members of a living
organism united through the sacraments

LG 8 The nature of the
Church as a whole

The Church as both a visible organization and the
mystical Body; unity of the divine and human elements

II: On the People of God

Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 9 The People of

God—preparation in
Israel and realization
in Christ

God chose the Israeli nation, made a covenant, and
instructed them. This was a type of the new covenant
in Christ. Christ called a new People from Jews and
Gentiles, born of water and the Holy Spirit, called the
Church.

LG 9
(cont.)

Structure and
purpose of the People
of God

Head: Christ. Dignity: children of God. Law: the
commandment of love. Purpose: the Kingdom of God.
Powerful seed of unity for all humanity; light of the
world and salt of the earth.
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 9
(cont.)

The Church as the
new Israel;
sacramental nature

The new Israel seeking an eternal city, called the
Church of Christ. Established as a visible sacrament of
saving unity. Shaped through trials and hardships.
Renewed by the power of the Spirit.

LG 10 The universal
priesthood and
ministerial
priesthood—
difference and mutual
relationship

All the baptized are a kingdom and priests. The
universal priesthood and ministerial priesthood differ
in essence, not degree. Both participate in the one
priesthood of Christ. The ministerial priest exercises
the sacrifice in the person of Christ.

LG 10
(cont.)

The sharing of the
faithful in the
Eucharistic sacrifice

The faithful, through their royal priesthood,
participate in the offering of the Eucharist. They fulfill
this priesthood through the sacraments, prayer,
thanksgiving, witness of life, self-denial, and active
charity.

LG 11 The sacraments—
actualization of the
priestly nature of the
community

Baptism: incorporation into the Church, consecration
to participate in worship, obligation to profess faith.
Confirmation: close bond with the Church, power of
the Spirit, obligation as a witness.

LG 11
(cont.)

The
Eucharist—source
and summit of
Christian life

By participating in the Eucharistic sacrifice, they offer
themselves to God. All take their own appropriate
part. In holy Communion they represent the unity of
the People of God.

LG 11
(cont.)

The remaining
sacraments—penance,
anointing of the sick,
holy orders,
matrimony

Penance: forgiveness, reconciliation with the Church.
Anointing of the sick: commendation to the Lord,
encouragement to unite with Christ’s passion. Holy
Orders: establishment for feeding the Church.
Matrimony: expression of the mystery of Christ’s unity
with the Church.

LG 11
(cont.)

Matrimony and
family—cell of the
People of God

From matrimony are born new members of human
society who through baptism become children of God.
The family is the domestic Church; parents are the
first proclaimers of the faith to their children.

LG 11
(cont.)

The calling of all to
perfection

All the faithful, whatever their status and state, are
called by the Lord to perfect holiness, as the Father
himself is perfect.
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 12 The prophetic

function of the People
of God—witness and
sense of faith

The People of God participates in the prophetic
function of Christ. It spreads a living witness through
a life of faith and charity. The entire body of the
faithful, anointed by the Holy One, cannot err in
matters of faith.

LG 12
(cont.)

The sense of faith of
the people—universal
agreement in faith
and morals

The sense of faith manifests itself through the
universal agreement of the faithful (from bishops to
the last layperson) in matters of faith and morals,
built and sustained by the Holy Spirit.

LG 12
(cont.)

The role of the
teaching office in
guiding the People

Under the guidance of the sacred teaching office, the
People of God receives the word of God. It remains
steadfast in the faith. It penetrates it more deeply and
applies it more fully in life.

LG 12
(cont.)

Charism—gifts of the
Spirit for building up
the Church

The Holy Spirit distributes among the faithful special
graces (charisms), making them capable of various
works for the renewal and building up of the Church.
Each gift for the common good.

LG 12
(cont.)

Discernment of
charisms—role of
hierarchy

Extraordinary gifts should not be sought rashly.
Judgment on authenticity belongs to superiors. They
are called to: not quench the Spirit, test all things,
preserve what is good.

LG 13 The universality of
the People of God

All people are called to the Church; catholicity as a gift
of the Lord; unity in diversity of states and functions

LG 14 Full membership in
the Church

The Church is necessary for salvation; conditions for
full incorporation—faith, sacraments, apostolic
succession, charity

LG 15 Separated brethren
from the Church

Separated brethren possess many authentic Christian
goods; spiritual bonds; action of the Holy Spirit; path
to unity

LG 16 Those who have not
yet received the
Gospel

God’s plan of salvation includes Jews, Muslims, and
those who seek God with sincere hearts; possibility of
salvation outside the visible Church

LG 17 Mission of
proclaiming the
Gospel

Christ sent the Apostles to teach all nations; obligation
to spread the faith; improvement of good elements in
cultures; the Eucharist builds the Mystical Body
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III: The Hierarchical Constitution of the Church, Particularly
Concerning the Episcopate

Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Principle
LG 18 Purpose of

establishing the
hierarchy

Christ established various sacred ministries in his
Church for the good of the whole body

LG 19 Establishment of the
Apostles and their
mission

The Twelve as a college with Peter at its head; power
of teaching, sanctifying, and governing

LG 20 Apostolic succession
and bishops

Bishops as successors of the Apostles; unbroken
apostolic tradition

LG 21 The sacrament of
episcopacy and its
functions

The fullness of the sacrament of priesthood; Christ
continues in bishops

LG 22 The collegiality of the
episcopate

Bishops form a college with the Pope as Head;
supreme authority in the Council

LG 23 Unity in diversity The Pope as source of unity; bishops as heads of
particular Churches; Churches are rooted

LG 24 The teaching mission
and ordinary vocation

Teaching, preaching, power of the Spirit; transmission
of canonical authority

LG 25 The teaching office
(Munus docendi)

Bishops as authentic teachers of the faith; conditional
infallibility

LG 26 The sanctifying office
(Munus sanctificandi)

The Eucharist as the center; particular Churches

LG 27 The governing office
(Munus regendi)

The pastoral power of the bishop; service, not
despotism

LG 28 Priests (Presbyteri) Co-workers with the bishop; the same sacrament of
priesthood (in different degree)

LG 29 Deacons (Diaconi) Service in liturgy, word, and charity; possibility of
restoring the permanent diaconate

IV: The Laity
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 30 The Council’s

attention to the laity
Pastors are not solely responsible for the salvific
mission; all grow together in Christ

LG 31 Definition and
character of the laity

The characteristic of the laity is their secular character;
they sanctify the world from within like leaven

LG 32 Unity in diversity No inequality; all are called to holiness; diversity of
gifts gathers into unity

LG 33 The apostolate of the
laity

Participation in the salvific mission of the Church;
called to be salt of the earth in all places

LG 34 The priesthood of the
laity

Participation in the priestly function of Christ; the
entire life becomes a spiritual offering to God

LG 35 The prophetic
function of the laity

The laity proclaim Christ through witness of life and
word; evangelization has special power in ordinary
worldly conditions; marriage and family are schools of
apostolate

LG 36 The royal function of
the laity

The laity participate in Christ’s kingship; through
work and stewardship of creation they fulfill their
mission; they harmonize obligations toward the Church
and society

LG 37 Relationship of
pastors and laity

Mutual support: the laity receive spiritual goods and
may express their opinion; pastors support their
initiative; cooperation strengthens the Church’s
mission

LG 38 The laity as witnesses
to the resurrection

Each layperson should be a sign of the living God;
Christians are the soul of the world, imbued with the
spirit of the Beatitudes

IV: The Call of the Whole Church to Holiness

Paragraph Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 39 Holiness of the Church as

reality and calling
All are called to holiness
regardless of state in life;
holiness is revealed in the
fruits of grace; evangelical
counsels as eloquent witness
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Paragraph Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 40 Universal call to perfection All Christians are called

to the fullness of
Christian life; Christ as
Teacher and Model; love of
God and neighbor as the
foundation

LG 41 Holiness in the various states
of life

Each person according to
their own gifts and tasks
strives toward holiness;
particular roles of bishops,
priests, deacons, clerics, lay
people, the married, workers,
and the suffering

LG 42 Charity as the soul of
holiness

Love of God and
neighbor is the heart of
sanctification; martyrdom as
the highest witness;
evangelical counsels
(virginity, poverty, obedience)
as signs of love

V: Religious

Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 43 Evangelical counsels

and their
institutionalization

The evangelical counsels (chastity, poverty, obedience)
are a gift of God. The Church establishes various forms
of religious life supporting perfection and fraternal
community.

LG 44 The nature of
religious profession

The vows bind one to total self-offering to God.
Religious life is a visible sign for the Church: it shows
heavenly goods, gives witness to new life, and
demonstrates Christ’s power.

LG 45 The role of the
Church’s hierarchy

The hierarchy wisely directs the practice of evangelical
counsels and approves rules. The Pope may exempt
Institutes from diocesan jurisdiction; religious show
reverence and obedience to bishops.
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 46 The task of religious Religious show Christ: contemplating, preaching,

healing, converting. The evangelical counsels purify the
heart and give spiritual freedom for deeper love of God.

LG 47 The call to
perseverance

Each called person should persevere and advance in
their vocation for the holiness of the Church and the
glory of the Holy Trinity.

VII: The Eschatological Character of the Pilgrim Church and Its
Union with the Heavenly Church

Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 48 The eschatological

character of the
Church; renewal of
the world in Christ

The Church will reach its fullness in heavenly glory.
Renewal has already begun in Christ and continues
through the Holy Spirit. The pilgrim Church possesses
imperfect holiness as yet; it awaits new heavens and
a new earth.

LG 49 The communion of
the pilgrim Church
with the Church in
heaven

All united in Christ—pilgrims on earth, the deceased
being purified, the blessed in heaven—form one Church.
Saints intercede for us; their care assists our weakness.

LG 50 The veneration of
saints and their role
in the Church’s life

We honor the memory of the deceased and pray for
them. Saints show us the path to perfect union with
Christ. The veneration of saints leads us to Christ and
enriches Eucharistic worship.

LG 51 The Church’s
teaching on the
communion of saints;
purity of its practice

The Council accepts the faith in living fellowship with
the inhabitants of heaven. True veneration of saints
consists in increasing active charity and imitating their
example, not in a multitude of external acts.

VIII: The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God in the Mystery of
Christ and the Church
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 52 Introduction: Mary in

the mystery of
salvation and the
Church

God willed to save the world through the Incarnation.
Mary as Mother of God and Mother of the Redeemer
holds the first place in the Church’s veneration after
Christ.

LG 53 The dignity and role
of Mary in the
economy of salvation

Mary—Mother of God and of the Redeemer, redeemed
in a more exalted way, endowed with the highest
dignity. United with all people through descent from
Adam; mother of the members of Christ and model of
faith and charity.

LG 54 The scope of the
Council’s teaching on
Mary

The Council explains Mary’s role in the mystery of the
Incarnate Word and the Church, but does not intend
to present a complete Mariology. Theologians remain
free in their reflections on the One who holds the
highest place after Christ.

LG 55 Mary in the Old and
New Testament;
preparation of the
economy of salvation

Old Testament prophecies gradually reveal Mary as the
Mother of the Savior. She holds the first place among
the humble and poor of the Lord; with her comes the
fullness of time and the new economy of salvation.

LG 56 The Immaculate One;
the will of the Father
and Mary’s
cooperation in
salvation

The Father willed that the Incarnation be preceded by
Mary’s consent. Endowed with special holiness,
conceived without the stain of sin, she responds to the
Annunciation with complete obedience. Not passively,
but actively she cooperates in the work of salvation
(parallel: Eve–Mary).

LG 57 The bond of Mary
with her Son from
conception to death

From virginal conception through birth, to the temple,
to the public teaching—Mary accompanied her Son. At
the cross she stood without God’s decree having
imposed it, she suffered with him, and was given as
mother to the disciple.

LG 58 Mary in the public
life of Jesus; her
attitude of faith

At Cana in Galilee she interceded for those in need.
She watched over her Son’s teaching, which places
heavenly ties above bonds of blood. She journeyed
onward in the pilgrimage of faith until the cross, where
she co-offered her Son.

LG 59 Mary after the
Resurrection; the
Immaculate
Conception; the
Assumption

On the day of Pentecost she remained with the
Apostles in prayer. Immaculate from the first moment
of conception, having completed her life on earth, she
was taken up into heavenly glory, exalted as Queen.
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 60 The unique mediation

of Christ and the role
of Mary

Mary does not dim the mediation of Christ but reveals
his power. Her saving influence flows from God’s good
pleasure and draws from the merits of Christ; it
strengthens (does not hinder) the direct union of the
faithful with Christ.

LG 61 Mary—Mother in the
order of grace

Mary, destined to be the Mother of God, became in
a special way the cooperator of the Savior through
faith, hope, and charity. In conceiving, nourishing,
offering Christ, and suffering with him at the
cross—she became mother to us in the order of grace.

LG 62 The motherhood of
Mary in the economy
of grace—unceasing

From the Annunciation to eternity: Mary persists in
her saving task. In heaven through her manifold
intercession she obtains for us the gifts of salvation.
She cares for the brothers and sisters of her Son,
pilgrims on earth. Titles: Advocate, Helper, Auxiliary,
Mediatrix (these diminish nothing from Christ).

LG 63 Mary—the type
(pattern) of the
Church

Mary, united with her Son the Redeemer through
motherhood, is deeply bound to the Church. She is the
first exemplar of faith, charity, and perfect union with
Christ. She stands first as a model of virginity and also
of motherhood.

LG 64 The Church imitates
Mary and becomes
mother and virgin

The Church, contemplating the mystery of Mary,
imitating her charity and fulfilling the will of the
Father, itself becomes mother (through preaching and
baptism) and virgin (preserving inviolate faith, hope,
and charity).

LG 65 Mary—model of
virtues for the pilgrim
Church

While Mary in the Church already achieves perfection,
Christians continually strive to grow in holiness, lifting
their eyes to Mary as a model. Contemplating her, the
Church penetrates more deeply into the mystery of the
Incarnation and conforms itself to Christ.

LG 66 The cult of
Mary—special, not
identical with the cult
of God

Mary, exalted above all after her Son, rightly receives
special veneration. Since the Council of Ephesus, a cult
expressing itself in honor, love, invocations, and
imitation. A unique cult, essentially different from the
cult of adoration (offered to Christ).
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Paragraph
Number Main Topic Key Thought
LG 67 Instruction on the

cult of Mary and its
proper practice

The Council earnestly recommends supporting the cult
of Mary, especially the liturgical, and valuing pious
practices. It encourages theologians and preachers: to
explain Mary’s gifts without exaggeration or
narrowness, always relating them to Christ. True piety
flows from faith.

LG 68 Mary—sign of certain
hope for the pilgrims

Mary, already enjoying glory in heaven (in body and
soul), is the image of the future perfection of the
Church. On earth she shines upon the pilgrim People
of God as a sign of certain hope and consolation.

LG 69 Call to prayer and
unity

All Christians should beseech Mary, Mother of God
and of mankind, that she intercede for us within the
Communion of Saints. The prayers of Mary sustained
the beginning of the Church; may they support all
humanity toward peace and unity in one People of
God.
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